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• Clinical Setting

– Psychogenic pain

– Suffering in mental illness

• Pain Medicine

– Feeling pain and Beeing in pain

– (Psycho)somatic pain and suffering

Psychiatry and Pain
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The Neurophilosophy of Pain
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... ubikvitaran i 
star Problem tuđeg uma – kako 

zaključujemo o bolu drugih?

Morski puž (Aplysia)



Medicine and Pain

• Classical evidence-based medicine

– Suffering & pain were dissociated from the theodicy

– Observation, objective description of symptoms and diseases and 
experimentally proven treatments - great success in the relief of 
pain

• The mind/body dichotomy

– The conceptualization of pain and suffering in classical evidence-
based medicine

– Naturalistic, cartesian perspective - abstracting the body from the 
person & disease and pain started to be considered as being 
situated in bodies
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Physical Pain, Emotioal 
Pain or No Pain? Does this 

reflect your bias?

Certain problems have remained 

– Nonlinearity, placebo effect, chronic pain 
and non-somatic pain, phantom limb...



• Person as a psycho-physical whole

– Alternatives to dualistic theories and the mechanical understanding 
of the body

– Cassell’s medical humanism - humanistic turn in medicine

– The phenomenological approach - third-person perspective vs. 
First-person perspective

– Reframe the mind/body problem - “embodying the mind” & 
“minding the body.”

• Crucial role of the body in human experience

‘Humanistic turn’ in medicine
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Cogito ergo sum
I Feel, Therefore I Am

Philosophy of mind

Damasio sees Descartes’ “mistake”: in the idea that the mind can exist or even operate independently of the body
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Anterior cingulate and insula:
Shared representations of “pain”?

Physical pain
Social pain (rejection)

Pain empathy (observed pain)

Shared processes?

Anterior 
cingulate

Anterior 
insula

(green = self; red = other)
SINGER et al., Science 2004; Apkarian, 2005; Atlas 

2010, 2012; many others
SINGER et al., Science 2004; Jackson 2005; Fan

2012; Lamm & Decety; others
Eisenberger 2002, 2007, 2012, Zaki 2007: Kross 

2011; others





The Power of Expectations

Cognitive awareness

Interpretation

Behavioral dispositions

Cultural and educational factors beyond 
the medical sphere
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